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REMARKS 

Pending Claims 

Claims 7 and 8 are currently pending. 



Priority 

Applicants request acknowledgment of the claim for 
priority and filing of the certified copy of the priority 
document, which was filed in the parent application serial 
number 09/247,809. 



35 U.S.C. §103 

Claims 7 and 8 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. §103 (a) as 
being unpatentable over Prior Art (Fig. 12) in view of 
Miyazaki et al, U.S. Patent No. 6,040,931 (Miyazaki) . 
Reconsideration of the rejection is requested for the 
following reasons . 

As pointed out in the Office Action, many of the elements 
of claim 7 are disclosed in Fig. 12 of the present 
application. The Office Action points out that Fig. 12 does 
not disclose a circuit for comparing if the detected source 
voltage is lower than a predetermined voltage. Miyazaki is 
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relied upon for disclosing a terminal station apparatus having 
an optical transmitter that includes a judgment unit 24 and a 
shut down circuit 26'. The Office Action states that Miyazaki 
discloses comparing a source voltage with a reference 
threshold voltage, and if the detected source voltage is lower 
than the predetermined voltage, the supply of the drive 
current to the light -emitting element will be cut off. 
Applicants disagree with this interpretation of the reference, 
however, for the following reasons. 

Miyazaki is directed to preventing crosstalk from 
occurring between wavelength channels of a wavelength division 
multiplexing (WDM) system. Miyazaki discloses a monitoring 
unit 22 that monitors a parameter. The monitored parameter is 
the wavelength of the optical signal or the temperature of the 
laser diode of the light-source unit. For example, the 
monitored parameter in the first embodiment is the power of 
the beam passing through the optical band-pass filter 58 
(monitor voltage V) . See col. 6, lines 13-20 of the 
reference. In the second embodiment, the temperature of the 
laser diode 3 0 is monitored since, as shown in Fig. 5, the 
temperature of the laser diode is related to the wavelength of 
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the output optical signal. See col. 6, lines 61-66 of the 
reference. Miyazaki further discloses that when the monitored 
parameter does not satisfy a predetermined condition, the 
optical signal is shut off so that the wavelength of the 
optical signal output by the optical transmitter can be 
maintained at a value and then allowed range. Thus, crosstalk 
is prevented from occurring among the WDM channels. 

The present invention is concerned with the operation of 
the optical transmitter which may become unstable during a 
power on/off operation, causing the power supply voltage to 
fall and therefore the light-emitting element to emit light 
erroneously. In the present invention, a source voltage 
detector monitors a source voltage and when the monitored 
source voltage is lower than a predetermined voltage, the 
modulator cuts off supply of the drive current to the light - 
emitting element. Accordingly, in the present invention, the 
source voltage is detected, whereas in Miyazaki, the output 
optical signal is detected. Therefore, the claimed in 
invention is not rendered obvious by the combination of the 
admitted prior art of Fig. 12 and the Miyazaki reference. 
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Accordingly, the 35 U.S.C. §103 (a) rejection should be 
withdrawn . 

Drawings 

Applicants have submitted a replacement sheet of drawings 
for FIG. 12 labeled with PRIOR ART, as required. 

Conclusion 

In view of the foregoing amendments and remarks, 
Applicants contend that the above- identified application is 
now in condition for allowance. Accordingly, reconsideration 
and reexamination is requested. 



Respectfully submitted, 





John R. Matting] 
Registration No. ""TO ,293 
Attorney for Applicant (s) 



MATTINGLY, STANGER, MALUR, & BRUNDIDGE, P.C. 
1800 Diagonal Rd. , Suite 370 
Alexandria, Virginia 22314 
(703) 684-1120 
Date: February 18, 2005 
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